
Clerk: Sharon Jones, Honeysuckle, Hockey Hill, Wetheringsett,Stowmarket,Suffolk IP14 5PL 
Tel: (01449) 766139    

email: mendleshamparish@aol.co.uk  

MENDLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Mid Suffolk District Council Village of the Year 2010 
                   Suffolk Parish Council of the Year 2010  

        
Veterans, Relatives and Friends of the  
USAAF 34th Bombardment  Group  
 
                                                                                                         10th August 2012    
 
 
 
Dear Veterans, Relatives and Friends of the USAAF 34th Bombardment Group  
 
Mendlesham War Memorial 
 
Location:  
Firstly thank you to everyone who has continued to express an interest and offers of help 
towards replacement of the plaque following the theft, combined with the potential move of 
the memorial from the isolated, current location on an extremely busy road.  
 
When we asked about moving the memorial to Mendlesham village towards the end of last 
year, we received unanimous positive support for this from those of you in the United 
States, local people including the volunteers who look after the Memorial from Mendlesham 
and Wetheringsett Parish Council.  
 
The next stage was to consider all possible sites within the village of Mendlesham which 
would provide a more suitable atmosphere for remembrance and be accessible to all either 
locals, or visitors using cars and public transport.  
 
After considering two possible sites, at a meeting of Mendlesham Parish Council on 7th 
August 2012, ,including representation from Wetheringsett Parish Council, it was agreed to 
consult with all of those interested about siting the Memorial in the churchyard at St Mary’s 
Church, Mendlesham. Father Philip, the Vicar, is extremely supportive of this idea. The 
other option was in Old Market Street, Mendlesham, next to our village sign. However, this 
is opposite the village shop, parking can be limited and it was felt the atmosphere was too 
noisy. Please would you let us know your thoughts about this as we would hope to 
make a final decision on location,  subject to completing any necessary formalities, 
at our 3rd October 2012 meeting.   
 
Design:  
Currently, we have been unable to establish progress from the volunteer who had offered 
to make a replica of the original plaque. We have not heard of any progress and are 
currently to reluctant to ask as we understand he has been ill. However, as soon as we 
can, we will ask the question.  
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However, Suffolk Police did report that whilst investigating the theft, they had been advised 
that there had been a second original plaque and/ or mould, lodged at the Imperial War 
Museum at Duxford, Cambridgeshire,UK. The Suffolk Police files are not immediately 
available to find out the source of this information so we have undertaken further research 
via the web and also contacted the IWM, Duxford.  
 
Research on the internet established details of USAAF plaque memorial no 4790. Details 

of size, ceremony 1949, wording and craftsman Henry Berg.  

Further research on Henry Berg (assuming we have found the correct one) revealed that 

he had died in 1998 and has done sculptures for public spaces, particularly in Baltimore, 

USA. His father Edward Henry Berg, was an even more notable sculptor with both 

specialising in bronzes which are sold via the top art dealers. The Mendlesham Memorial 

was therefore possibly a work of art. Searches have been made to try to establish the 

holder of Henry Berg’s collection/inventory etc. with no success to date, although further 

enquires could be made in the States. If anyone in the States are able to help further 

with this, it would be much appreciated.   

Contact was made with Peter Murton, IWM Duxford.  

Peter has been excellent in helping with the search and has said if we can find an original 

we could probably have it (although that was before we realised we may be talking about a 

work of art) or at least take a copy from it.  

His email to Mendlesham Parish Council 23.7.12 said:  

Dear Sharon, 
Further to our telephone conversations last week & today, IWM staff at London & Duxford now know how 
this bronze looked, from the photographs broadcast at 
http://www.airfieldinformationexchange.org/community/showthread.php?4315-Mendlesham-Airfield-
Memorials. 
  
You are, of course, already aware that – before it was stolen from Mendlesham – it was surveyed by a local 
volunteer for the UK NIWM & registered as Memorial 4790. 
http://www.ukniwm.org.uk/server/show/conMemorial.4790/fromUkniwmSearch/1 refers, although the 
date 1949 & other details are omitted from the Inventory. 
  
Perhaps more importantly, the Inventory does not record that a duplicate of the original plaque, plus the 
mould from which they cast, were donated to – or otherwise acquired by – the IWM sometime since 1949. 
This is primarily because they are a complete mystery to current IWM staff at London & Duxford ! 
  
As discussed, the main point of this message is so you can forward it to your contact in the Suffolk Police, & 
ask him to reply to me directly as a matter of urgency. I am the IWM representative whom your Parish 
Council & the Suffolk Police should contact about this matter in future, because I have admin. responsibility 
for all the registered War Memorials on the IWM Duxford site (currently 24), & am also responsible for 
liaison between the IWM Duxford & the UK NIWM, which is based at the original IWM London. 
  
Our problem is that, contrary to what you have been told by Suffolk Police, neither the duplicate plaque nor 
the mould is held in store - at London or Duxford – as part of the IWM Exhibits main collection, or of  the 
American Air Museum supplementary exhibits collection, or of the IWM Art (Sculpture) specific collection. 

http://www.airfieldinformationexchange.org/community/showthread.php?4315-Mendlesham-Airfield-Memorials
http://www.airfieldinformationexchange.org/community/showthread.php?4315-Mendlesham-Airfield-Memorials
http://www.ukniwm.org.uk/server/show/conMemorial.4790/fromUkniwmSearch/1
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Furthermore, there is no record in Museum Archives, or in other acquisitions records & collection 
catalogues – dating back to 1949 – that the IWM has ever acquired these items. 
  
The only possibility we can think of is that – unknown to IWM staff – another ‘lodger’ organisation on the 
IWM Duxford site somehow acquired the duplicate plaque & mould. This must have been since 1978, when 
the IWM Duxford was created, after the IWM London had been using the site for exhibit storage since 1971. 
Unfortunately, however, there is no immediately obvious ‘lodger’ organisation we can think of. Indeed, they 
all seem highly unlikely recipients, the majority being private owners & operators of historic aircraft, or 
specialists in the aviation & heritage fields. 
  
We, of course, have a professional interest in helping you to solve this matter, because if the plaque & 
mould are here somewhere, various staff in different departments want to know about them ! 
  
With all good wishes for a speedy solution to this dilemma. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
Peter 
  

This email was passed on to Suffolk Police and at the time of writing we have heard no 
more. However we do believe our source has been away on leave and has just now 
returned to work so hopefully we will make some more progress soon.  
 
NB the photos on the links provided by Peter do show the quality of the USAAF memorial 
and are worth looking at.  
 
Next actions:   
 

Whilst waiting for a response to the consultation about the proposed location, if there is an 
original bronze/mould available, how the duplicate is progressing or if indeed will be 
available, a working party will continue to meet in order to look at other areas that will need 
to be resolved. For example, if there are any design requirements/ regulations to meet if 
the Memorial is placed at St Mary’s? We understand that that whatever regulations the 
Church Diocese have,  would take priority, although English Heritage may also need to 
give permission which would likely  delay matters, as St Marys is a Grade 1 listed building.  
 
Please contact Mendlesham Parish Council via myself with your thoughts about all of this. 
We have had many offers of financial help to resolve this so we don’t anticipate funding 
being an issue.  
 
 
Thank you.    
 
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

Sharon Jones  

 
 
Sharon Jones 
Parish Clerk 
 


